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Welcome

Mary Butler

Welcome to our new
format newsletter, which |
hope you pnd to be useful
and informative.

Looking back at 2006, it was a busy and

eventful year for us. We welcomed a number

of new solicitors to the prm, all of whom
we are conpdent will add to the depth of
expertise in their various departments.

| am very pleased to announce that the
prm incorporated as a Limited Liability
Partnership with effect from 1 November
2006. The ofpcial details appear at the foot
of this newsletter. There will, however,

be no change to the way in which we will
continue to deal with clients affairs.

Partnerships can benept from LLP
incorporation in a number of ways and
our Commercial Head of Department Alex
Ross will be happy to discuss this with any
company that would like to investigate
further.

On another note, as part of our ongoing
commitment to developing channels of
client communication, we have also had a
relaunch of our website. Please log on to
www.bellbuxton.co.uk for further details.
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newsletter:
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Private Client
Award Winners

The belds of Contentious Probate and
Financial Abuse of the Elderly have
been a recognised strength of the prm
for many years - last October we were
delighted to receive the 2006 Yorkshire
Lawyer Awards Private Client Category.

Mary Butler won the award in
recognition of the strength and
quality of service to private clients
through Bell & Buxtonds Wills &
Probate department, and particularly
as a result of Mary@s recognised
expertise and success in handling the
most difpcult complex écontentious
probated cases where disputes

arise during the administration of a
deceased personfs estate. Mary also
specialises in handling cases involving
pbnancial abuse of the elderly and
acting to retrieve properties or monies
misappropriated from elderly people.
As an appointed Panel receiver to the
Court of Protection, she also works to
protect the interests of people who
have become mentally incapable and
oversees their affairs in the event of
no suitable person being identiped to
do so.

Examples of cases include:

- She was referred the case of a
murder victim whose house had been
fraudulently transferred to a family
member by a forged signature. Once
the house had been restored to the
estate the benebciaries had to be
identiped which was very complex
and involved consideration, amongst
other things, of the case of Dr.
Crippen.

- Mary was successful in
tendering for
instructions from a public
authority to apply for a
rare form of Creditords
Grant to enable two
properties to be realised
more than 15 years after
their ownerfs death.
Consequently large sums
owing to the authority
were eventually repaid
and the family also
received a distribution.

- Upon taking
instructions in a large
estate she discovered
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that tax planning arrangements by

a Bank had been defective with the
result that there was an additional
tax bill of A300,000. The bank had
already agreed to indemnify A250,000
but Mary noticed two other potential
causes of action. After complicated
and detailed technical argument the
bank capitulated and settled the
additional claims at virtually full
value together with costs.

In addition to expertise and success
in a particular peld, the award also
recognised a demonstrable dedication
to clients and a broader contribution
to the community.

The award ceremony took place on 4th
October at Rudding Park, Harrogate
with Mary Butler proudly collecting the
trophy from the TV presenter Gaynor
Barnes.

It is a tremendous achievement for
the prm as the awards are judged
throughout the Yorkshire region to win
this prestigious title.

Pictured below: Gaynor Barnes and Mary Butler
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